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PLT Title 

Advanced level Spanish warm up activities 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
This PLT met to design a set of warm ups  for the advanced Spanish language courses that are personally engaging, 
target oriented, meaningful,  easy to implement and differentiate, and promote accountability. 
 
 
 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Leslie MacIntosh BHS Spanish 9-12 

Adrienne Talamas BHS Spanish 9-12 

*Gabrielle Garschina (facilitator) BHS Spanish 9-12 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

 
To create warm ups  to accompany the advanced Spanish language courses that are personally engaging, target 

oriented, meaningful,  easy to implement as well as differentiate, and promote accountability. 

 

 
Key Actions 

 
 

Key Actions:  what will I/we do to achieve to accomplish it?  

1. Meet with PLT group members regularly. 

2.  Consult with other language teachers (including English and ESL).  

3.  Share best practices and outcomes with colleagues. 

4.  Create and pilot new warm-ups. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Findings  

 
We created eight warm-up formats that can be easily implemented, differentiated, and recreated. 
 



The format styles include: 

 

Present an image: [a provocative photo, a painting]:  

A. Students respond to questions that move from general to specific information 

 Brainstorm vocabulary associated with the photo 

 ¿En qué piensan las personas? 

 Create a caption for the photo / title for the painting 

B. Ask students to write statements using a specific grammatical structure 

C. Create a conversation between people in the image 

Provocative personal questions or statements (ESL book) 

Partners exchange 

 Provide three options 

 Students choose one and comment 

 Write something that you learned about your partner that you did not know before. 

¿Si pudieras vivir en otro pais, dónde vivirías? 

¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de tu vida, que cambiarías? 

¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de ti mismo, que cambiarías? 

Roleplays (ESL book) 

Students receive a prompt and a template sheet that includes:  

 Lluvia de palabras 

 Diálogo. 

 Present. 

 (Student accountability) Write a practical message that you had never composed/heard before.  Can 

combine messages from different role-plays. 

Tricycle  

Students practice their responses to the same prompt 3x with different audiences each time so as to improve 

on how they express themselves. 



Real life problems or questions. Choose. 

 Prep a list of necessary vocabulary without writing sentences. 

 Speak with 3 classmates for 1 minute each —modifying, borrowing and improving each time 

 Call for volunteers to share (optional). 

 Write down polished product as homework. (optional) 

Opening statement prompts 

Give students an opening statement and they add something to it:  One day I decided to do something 

completely out of character. 

[Variation; give specific words or grammar for them to use] 

Take the character of a story you’re reading and create a prompt; Julia discovered that her mother 

had lied to her.  What was the lie?  If you were Julia what table would you eat at BHS and why? 

Proverbs/reflexiones inspiracionales 

What does it mean to you?  Give an anecdote/create a scenario that would explain it/create a 

scenario for which that would be the moral of the story 

Agree or disagree and explain:  Working hard pays off. 

Riddles/jokes/comics 

Complete the riddle. 

Joke:  Is it funny?  Explain.   What makes it a joke?  What do you need to understand to understand 

the joke?  Compose your own along the same lines. 

Comic strip 

Fill in blank bubbles.  After sharing – view the original. 

 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
Continue to create, pilot and modify the various formats.  Share and reflect together on best practices. 
 
 

 


